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Correlation & Causalit

“THERE IS A CORRELATION BETWEEN ALL THAT HAS HAPPENED AND ALL THAT WILL.
BUT THE CAUSE REMAINS MAN’S OWN PERSONAL THOUGHTS. BLAMING IS NOT ALLOWED.”

GOD VS SCIENCE

“Life has conspired against me! It’s all my parents’ Fault!! My dad insisted | follow this career path
and my mom insisted | marry this girl...and look at me now stuck in an unhappy marriage with an
absolutely uninspiring career...| am trapped for life!l!” cribbed the guy at the restaurant. His Friend
took one look at him and said, “Yes, | agree. You are stuck. Not because of what others might have
done, but because of what you are doing to yourself.” ‘

Science wanted to help the man. Hadn’t the Lord told Science in their earlier meeting not to limit
himself to just a theory, but to practically help others out? “But how am | to begin?” thought Sci-
ence.

God : Just Start Where you must.
Science: (turning to the Lord) that’s what | don’t know where God!

God: Hmmm.(as if in deep thought) My dear child, | have been meaning to ask you, why has there
been a sudden rise in the crime rate all over the world? Is it because of the increase in police force
worldwide?

Science: What? Yeah | mean, there has been an increase in crime rate, but that is not because of the
increased police force!

God: But there is some relationship, right? The rise in crime and rise in policing are not really inde-
pendent - are they?

Science: There, most certainly, is a correlation between the rise in policing activity and crime, but
increased police force is not the cause of increased crime. Lord, humanity knows that correlation
does not signify causality.

God: Can you explain a little more in detail?

Science: of course, my Lord! First to understand the terms: Correlation is the relationship, which
can be mathematically measured and is given a value between 0 and 1. Generally, a correlation of
‘1’ means the two things are completely related. For example the height and weight of an individual
normally has a 0.8 correlation, meaning the height and weight of individuals are related. Whereas,
a correlation of 0 implies that the objects being compared are not related; they are independent.

For example, the height and eye color of individuals are unrelated; knowing one does not help us
understand the other.

God: But even causality is a relationship!

Science: Yes, my lord but it is not mathematical, it is more physical or philosophical, and something

causes something else. And it involves time. The first action that causes the second has to happen

| before the second! The second is the result of the first. Now, in the case of height and weight, we
4 cannot say height causes the weight!! They are merely correlated, but there is no causality.




God: So, in other words correlations do not imply that "A’ and 'B’. (Laughing) You can’t go out and re-
paint all of the cars yellow, hoping somehow to get fewer accidents.

Science: Exactly Father! Just like how you cannot blame the police force for the increase in crime ratel!l
But people do get these two things mixed up very easily. This leads them to a lot of incorrect conclu-
sions....

God:...Like that man in the restaurant blaming his parents for everything!!

Science: Exactly!! There i a correlation between his father’s insistence on his profession and his get-

e for him, but his inability to decide for himself and take his life in his
"'yghappiness to his parents. Blaming makes no sense.














































